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™ 01/01.00 GENERAL PROVISIONS

™ 01/01.01 Purpose of Technical Manual

A, The purpose of this technical manual is to provide the policies,
procedures and post orders for carrying out the execution of a
person sentenced to death.

B. This manual shall include policies and procedures related to:
1. planning and preparafion;
2. execution of sentence;
3. post-execution reguirements and process;
4, security and control;
5. witnesses and official visitors;
6. news media access and briefings;
7. delays, stays and commutations;
8. support services functions;
9. briefing and training; and

10. documentation, review and audit.
g Post orders and checklists are included for staff and others

involved in the execution planning, implementation, documentation
-and review.

™ 01/01.02 Cross Reference

A Policies and Procedures

PD DI 501 Executions :
PD 86-241 Security of Inmate Personal Property

B. Other Authority

MCA 46-19-103 Execution of death sentence
MCA 46-23-315 Authority of Governor to grant respite

™ 01/01.03 Policy

It shall be the policy of Montana State Prison that:



the execution of persons sentenced to death under Montana law be
carried out in the manner prescribed by law;

every effort is made in the planning and preparation of the
execution event to ensure that the execution process:

1.

adheres to the intent of the law as the prison understands
it;

is handled in a manner which minimizes the negative impact
on the safety, security and operational integrity of the
prison;

accommodates the need for public access to information
concerning the event;

reasonably addresses the privacy interests of those persons
for whom the law, prison policy or commonly held principles
of decency require such privacy;

provides sufficient backup to ensure that unplanned problems
can be accommodated and overcome;

prepares for stays of execution, commutations and other
delays in the execution countdown;

provides an opportunity for persons who wish to exercise their
First Amendment right to demonstrate for or against capital
punishment in a lawful manner;

ensures a firm and adequate response to unlawful civil
disobedience, trespass, or other violations of the law by
persons attempting to disrupt, prevent or otherwise frustrate
the lawful process associated with the execution; and

anticipates and provides for sufficient support services,
as needed, for the execution and the prison as a whole;

the prison shall facilitate the arrest and encourage the
prosecution of persons including, but not limited to, those who:

1.

trespass or otherwise enter prison property without proper
permission and clearance; .

rarticipate in illegal demonstrations;

illegally attempt or succeed in efforts to disrupt, prevent
or otherwise interfere with the execution;

being inmates, are involved in disruptive, assaultive or
other illegal behavior; or



5. illegally threaten, intimidate or otherwise terrorize
persons involved in the execution process;

D. staff involved in the execution make every effort within the
requirements and limits of these policies and procedures and the
laws of the state of Montana to:

1. minimize the anxiety and negative impacts of the execution
on the family and friends who are either visiting the
condemned or witnessing the execution at the invitation of
the condemned;

2. display appropriate levels of professionalism, restraint,
and courtesy in interaction with witnesses, demonstrators,
news media, and other non-staff persons during the execution
process; and

3. not permit interactions, emotion or intimidation to prevent
their proper handling of missions and duties;

&3]

staff is adequately prepared and de-briefed to minimize any anxiety
and/or negative impacts on those affected by the execution process.

F. the prison review and audit the adequacy and/or the performance
of:
€. the policies and procedures employed;
2. the prison staff members involved in the execution;
3, members of allied agencies assisting with the execution; and
4. statutes and other authority impacting the execution; and

that
G. the evaluation of each execution be used to improve operational

procedures for the future.

™ 01/01.04 Definitions

allied agency Refers to another criminal justice agency.

BOPP Montana Board of Pardons and Parole.

broadcast media Refers to radio and television media.

check point A road block set up at various strategic locations
to control access to the prison during the
execution.



civilians

Command Post

Commander

commutation

controlled area

death warrant

death watch

designee

drug injection box

Execution chamber

execution escort

execution site

holding cell

ISDP

Any person not a member of the prison, Department
of Corrections, allied law enforcement agencies,
or mutual aid agencies.

The person, or persons, preferably the Security
Major assigned to supervise

the command post functions and routine prison
activities during the period of the execution.

Refers to the person at a facility/program who is
formally in command during a major emergency.

The change from a greater to a lesser punishment
after conviction.

Includes all property within the Montana State
Prison boundaries.

For purposes of this policy, the death warrant is
the court order setting the date of execution.

Close surveillance activities which deal
specifically with the condemned inmate generally
beginning twenty-four hours prior to the execution
time.

Wherever the term “designee” is used, it shall
refer to a person equally qualified to perform the
tasks assigned to the person identified in the
manual .

The box containing one complete setup for lethal
injection.

The immediate enclosed areas contalning the
condemned at the moment of execution.

The route from the prison's back-gate
check point to delivery area at the execution site.

The area, including the execution chamber, and
adjacent outside areas used during the execution.

The final holding area where the condemned inmate
is housed prior to the execution being carried out.

Inmate sentenced to the death penalty.



media staging

mutual aid

news magazines

news media

news media
members

newspaper

Operations
Security Chief

pardon

Pre-execution cell

press

The area in the DOC Training Center (old National
Guard Armory Building) where the alternate members
of the news media (those who are not witnessing
the execution) will be housed during the execution:
period. :

Agencies or personnel that provide medical, fire
suppression, law enforcement and other support
services to the prison.

Magazines having a national circulation that are
sold by newsstands to the general public and by
mail circulation.

Collectively refers to those involved with news
gathering for newspapers, news magazines, radio,
television or news services.

Persons over the age of 18 who are primarily
employed in the business of gathering or reporting
news for newspapers, news magazines, national or
international news services or radio or television
stations licensed by the Federal Communications
Commission.

For purposes of this manual, the publication:
1. circulates among the general public;

2. publishes legal notices in the commrunity in
which it i1s located or the area to which it
distributes; and

3. contains items of general interest to public
such as political, commercial, religious or
social affairs.

Person who oversees the security measures
associated with the execution process, appointed
by the Warden or designee.

An act of grace by the Governor exempting a person
from punishment for a crime.

One of two isolation cells in Maximum Security
Unit. ‘

Refers to the print media. Also see "news media"
generally.



public assembly

reprieve
respite

security pass

Setup Officer

witness viewing

The area at Check Point 1, at the bottom of
Golf Course Hill, where members of the

public wishing to demonstrate either for or against
capital punishment may congregate.

The temporary suspension of the execution.
See "reprieve".

A color-coded identification badge issued to
withesses, members of allied agencies, and the news
media approved for admittance to prison property
during the execution.

The person, who at minimum has an Emergency Medical
Technician (EMT) certification, assigned to assist
in preparing the condemned for execution and to
carry out the duties in TM 01/PO5.

The area from which the execution is viewed by
the witnesses. '
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™ 01/02.00 PRE-EXECUTION CHECKLIST

™ 01/02.01 General Provisions
A. Purpose of Chapter
1. The purpose of this chapter is to provide a check list of

procedures and events which should occur between the issuing
of a death warrant and 24 hours prior to the execution.

Full detail will not be provided for each procedure or event
in this chapter. For detail, reference will be made to
Chapter T™ 01/05 and other chapters where such detail may
be found.

This chapter will be divided to cover the following time
periods:

a. Receipt of death warrant to 30 days prior to the
execution;

b. 29 to 14 days prior to the execution;
C. 13 to 7 days prior to the execution;
d. 6 to 3 days prior to the execution; and

e. 48 to 24 hours prior to the execution.

B. Policies

1.

It is the policy of the Montana State Prison that the countdown
to the execution be completed in a systematic and timely

manner to ensure that all procedures and events which are
necessary in the preparation of the execution are completed.

This countdown, though offering flexible application, should
be observed and followed as written unless deviation or
adjustment is required to meet the needs of the institution
in carrying out the execution.

™ 01/02.02 Receipt of Death Warrant to Thirty Days Prior to

Execution

Upon receipt of a death warrant from a competent court, the following
procedures shall be initiated and should be completed at least 30 days
prior to execution.

A. Receipt of Death Warrant

1.

Upon receipt of the death warrant, and as soon as practical
thereafter, the Warden or designee will schedule a meeting
with appropriate staff to develop assignments and ccordinate



the implementation of the procedures set forth in this
technical manual.

2. The Warden or designee and selected staff will:

a. review the Execution Technical Manual (TM 01) and make
any necessary revisions;

b. make assignments for the pending execution;

C. develop a schedule of events; and

d. take any other steps necessary to begin the execution
countdown.

Time and Place of Execution

1. Date

The date for the execution shall be that day set by the
sentencing judge.

2. Time and Location

The execution shall be performed within the double or
single-fenced area of Montana State Prison anytime after
midnight on the day set for execution by the court. It shall
be performed in an area which is observable only by approved
persons.

Condemned Inmate's Choice of Witnesses

i 2 The condemned inmate shall be informed that he may designate
three people to witness the execution.

2 Refer to ™M 01/07.

Disposition of Personal Property

i, The inmate shall be contacted for instructions concerning
the disposition of his personal property.

2. Refer to T 01/05.05.

Disposition of Funds in Inmate's Account

I, The condemned shall be contacted for instructions concerning
the disposition of the funds in any accounts controlled or
administered by the prison.

2. Refer to TM 01/05.06.
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F. Disposition cof Body

1. The condemned shall be asked for instructions concerning the
disposition of his remains following the execution.

2. Refer to ™M 01/05.07.

G. Designate Persons Required to Assist with Execution

1. Those persons necessary to carry out the execution shall be
identified.

a. The Warden or designee shall be responsible for
identifying, selecting and obtaining the services of
the Executioners. See TM 01/05.03 and T 01/05.04

b. The Public Information Officer shall be responsible for
coordinating the notification of the news media and
those selected as news media witnesses. SeeTM 01/08.02

C. The Warden or designee shall be responsible for
selection of persons involved in perimeter security,
crowd control, escort/ transportation, command post and
access screening.

d. The Warden or designee shall be responsible for
designating those other persons necessary to carry out
the execution, provide support functions during the
execution and provide backup. In addition, the Warden
or designee will contact outside law enforcement
agencies to arrange for their assistance during the
execution.

2. Redundancy in assignment shall be developed for wvital or
important positions. The Warden or designee shall determine
which positions regquire backup and shall ensure adequate
coverage is provided.

H. . Other Approved Witnesses

1. The Warden or designee in consultation with the Director shall
approve witnesses as outlined in TM 01/07.03.

2. Refer to ™ 01/05.04 for procedures for processing such
requests.

I. Contact with Coroner

1. The Warden or designee shall contact the Coroner to coordinate
the Coroner’s role.

2. The Coroner shall be reguested to provide direction

concerning:
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